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Community Foundation announces new endowment 
fund to support the GRAMMY Museum  

 
Hernando, Miss., GRAMMY Museum in Cleveland, Mississippi, has partnered with the Community Foundation 
of Northwest Mississippi to create an endowment for the Museum’s future sustainability.  The endowment 
was started in honor of Mississippi State Senator Willie Simmons, District 13, to honor his outstanding 
commitment, leadership, and support of the Museum.   
 
Sen. Simmons currently serves as vice-president of the Museum’s Board and has been instrumental in helping 
the Cleveland Music Foundation, the nonprofit entity of the GRAMMY Museum, acquire substantial funding 
from the State of Mississippi to support the Museum’s mission of promoting music education. “Our music, 
heritage and culture bond us. Collaborating and sharing our music, heritage, culture, and wealth will build a 
stronger and healthier Mississippi Delta,” said Sen. Simmons. 
 
Endowments are established by nonprofits when their board and donors consciously want to build a reserve 
for the purpose of creating a financial bedrock for the organization. When nonprofits have an endowment, it 
shows the community and donors that the organization is thinking long-term and is building assets for its own 
future sustainability.  
 
Anyone can donate to GRAMMY Museum endowment fund, and it is a gift that will give forever.  All gifts to an 
endowment are invested by a professional money management firm and a designated portion is granted back 
to the nonprofit as designated in the fund agreement.  The Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi 
manages over 230 funds.     
 
“We are honored to house the endowment for  GRAMMY Museum.  It is one of the stalwart institutions in our 
region.  We are especially honored that the endowment honors Sen. Simmons, who is one of the outstanding 
leaders in Northwest Mississippi,” said Tom Pittman, President of the Community Foundation.   
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The Museum relies upon endowments, grants, and donations to support exhibits, educational programs and 
operations of its facilities. Endowment funds help underwrite many of the Museum’s most enduring programs, 
permanent and temporary exhibits, like the Roland Room, the History of Dance, Mississippi Gallery and so 
much more. 
 
“Sen. Simmons has a special place in the hearts of residents of the Delta,” said GRAMMY Museum Mississippi 
Executive Director, Emily Havens. “With his vast knowledge of this area and his desire to increase tourism in 
the Delta, Sen. Simmons has ensured that GRAMMY Museum® Mississippi is a local attraction that visitors 
don’t want to miss!” 
 
About GRAMMY Museum Mississippi 
Developed by the Cleveland Music Foundation—a nonprofit organization founded in 2011—the 28,000-
square-foot GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is housed near the campus of Delta State University, home of the 
Delta Music Institute's Entertainment Industry Studies program, which features the most unique audio 
recording facilities in the South. Affiliated with the Recording Academy™, GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is 
dedicated to exploring the past, present, and future of music, and the cultural context from which it emerges, 
while casting a focused spotlight on the deep musical roots of Mississippi. The Museum features a dynamic 
combination of public events, educational programming, engaging multimedia presentations, and interactive 
permanent and traveling exhibits, including a Mississippi-centric area that introduces visitors to the impact of 
Mississippi's songwriters, producers, and musicians on the traditional and modern music landscape.  GRAMMY 
Museum Mississippi is located at 800 W. Sunflower Rd., Cleveland, Miss., 38732.  
 
For more information on the endowment fund or additional ways to support the Museum, call 662.441.0100 
or  visit grammymuseumms.org, "like" GRAMMY Museum Mississippi on Facebook, and follow 
@GRAMMYMuseumMS on Twitter and Instagram. 
 
 
About The Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi 
The Community Foundation manages 237 donor-established funds and has disbursed over $22 million to 
support more than 700 charitable organizations and activities recommended by its donors, as well as 
charitable programs established by the foundation.  Established in 2002 with a generous grant from the 
Maddox Foundation, the Community Foundation is an independent 501(c)3 charitable organization. The 
Foundation serves Bolivar, Coahoma, DeSoto, Leflore, Marshall, Panola, Quitman, Sunflower, Tallahatchie, 
Tate, and Tunica counties.  A board of 19 volunteer civic leaders governs the Community Foundation.   
 
For more information, call 662.449.5002 or visit www.cfnm.org. “like” www.facebook.com/CFNM315, and 
follow CFNM_2002 on Twitter and Instagram. 
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