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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

DATE:  7 – 16 – 19  
 
 

GRAMMY MUSEUM® MISSISSIPPI PRESENTS “JERMAINE DUPRI & SO SO 
DEF:25 YEARS OF ELEVATING CULTURE” 
 
NEW EXHIBIT CELEBRATES AUTHENTIC BLACK AMERICAN MUSIC BY HONORING THE LEGACY OF 
JERMAINE DUPRI, HIS ARTISTS, THE HITS, ATLANTA AND THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF HIS 
GROUNDBREAKING RECORD LABEL, SO SO DEF RECORDINGS 
 
Cleveland, Miss. (July 15, 2019) – GRAMMY® Award-winning producer, Songwriters Hall of Fame inductee, 
recording artist, and TV star Jermaine Dupri has been writing and producing platinum records for more than 25 
years. To mark a quarter century of record label success, So So Def and GRAMMY Museum®   Mississippi 
proudly presents "Jermaine Dupri & So So Def: 25 Years of Elevating Culture," a new exhibit exploring the 
legacy of Dupri and the rise and influence of Atlanta’s hip-hop and R&B scene. Dupri and his So So Def team 
are also committed to aiding Museum staff in the development of special programming throughout the duration 
of the exhibit. Education and public programming related to this exhibit will not only delve into Dupri’s many 
contributions to authentic Black American Music but also address social issues that are prevalent in the 
Mississippi Delta. The exhibit is currently on display and will culminate after Black History Month; February 
2020.  
 
"Jermaine Dupri & So So Def: 25 Years of Elevating Culture" will offer an unprecedented look at the label’s 
musicality, creativity, and signature sound, and will showcase Atlanta’s emergence as a cultural and creative 
powerhouse. To highlight So So Def’s iconic role in elevating the sound of Atlanta to a world class level, the 
exhibit will feature exclusive artifacts, an educational timeline, and rare video footage featuring artists such as 
Bow Wow, Mariah Carey, Da Brat, Dem Franchize Boyz, Anthony Hamilton, Jagged Edge, Kris Kross, Usher, 
Xscape, and many more. 
 
Exhibit highlights include: 
 

• Foundational documents and original promotional flyers from So So Def’s’ earlier years 

• Performance wardrobe from Jagged Edge, Dem Franchize Boyz, Bow Wow, Xscape and others 

• Exclusive, never before seen images and prize possessions representing many of Jermaine and So So 
Def’s personal and professional relationships within the music industry. 

 
"Atlanta is famous as one of the most influential hip-hop capitals in the world and that is due in large 
part to the pioneering artistic contributions of Jermaine Dupri and So So Def," said Atlanta’s Mayor Keisha 
Lance Bottoms. "The City of Atlanta is proud to recognize So So Def’s place in our pop music 
culture and congratulate them on the occasion of this exciting Grammy Museum exhibit.” 
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"Mississippi represents the origin of most music genres – rock, pop, soul, blues, gospel...it all started right 
here,” states Dupri. “It's an honor to unveil Jermaine Dupri & So So Def: 25 Years of Elevating Culture while 
celebrating Black Music in the heart of the Delta. Simply put, without black musicians; there would not be 
American music. It’s important that we educate our youth on the many contributions of black musicians & the 
creators of authentic black music when celebrating our history, legacy and culture.” 
 
“This is the first-time the Museum has celebrated the music and culture of hip-hop and R&B in this manner,” 
said GRAMMY Museum Mississippi Executive Director, Emily Havens. “The ATL sound took the music 
industry by storm and Jermaine Dupri was largely responsible for this. Once shunned by the public, hip-hop 
music is now a permanent fixture in American culture. Who better to tell the story of the culture, the music and 
the artists that help shape the sound of the South than Jermaine Dupri, a music legend and champion of all 
things ‘South’?” 
 
ABOUT GRAMMY MUSEUM MISSISSIPPI 

Developed by the Cleveland Music Foundation—a nonprofit organization founded in 2011—the 28,000-square-
foot GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is housed near the campus of Delta State University, home of the Delta 
Music Institute's Entertainment Industry Studies program, which features the most unique audio recording 
facilities in the South. Affiliated with the Recording Academy™, GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is dedicated to 
exploring the past, present, and future of music, and the cultural context from which it emerges, while casting a 
focused spotlight on the deep musical roots of Mississippi. The Museum features a dynamic combination of 
public events, educational programming, engaging multimedia presentations, and interactive permanent and 
traveling exhibits, including a Mississippi-centric area that introduces visitors to the impact of Mississippi's 
songwriters, producers, and musicians on the traditional and modern music landscape.   
 
 
For more information, visit grammymuseumms.org,  "like" GRAMMY Museum Mississippi on Facebook,  and 
follow @grammymuseumms on  Twitter  and  Instagram. 

 
 
ABOUT JERMAINE DUPRI 
 
In 1992, Dupri introduced to the world two 12-year-olds who wore their pants backwards by the name of Kris 
Kross. In February of that same year their first song "Jump" was released and immediately soared to #1 on the 
pop charts remaining for 8 weeks. This accomplishment labeled Jermaine as a 19-year-old wunderkind and 
super-producer. With over 400 million records sold to date, Dupri, a member of the Songwriters Hall of Fame is 
one of most successful producers in the music industry. His career milestones include the release of several 
platinum recordings as CEO of So So Def and winning a Grammy for Best R&B Song. In addition Dupri has 
been honored with an ASCAP Golden Note Award, given to composers and songwriters who have achieved 
extraordinary milestones like receiving Song of The Decade for “We Belong Together” by Mariah Carey  and 
#3 R&B Song of All Time for “You Make Me Wanna” by Usher. Now, twenty-five years later, after the continued 
success of developing other teen stars and iconic So So Def artists such as Xscape, Da Brat, Bow Wow and 
more, Jermaine is still on the scene and gearing up to celebrate his legacy and 25 years of So So 
Def.  www.sosodef.com 

https://www.facebook.com/grammymuseummississippi/
https://twitter.com/grammymuseumms?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/grammymuseumms/
http://www.sosodef.com/
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### 
 

CONTACT 
 
Emily Havens 
Executive Director  
GRAMMY Museum Mississippi 
T. (662) 441.0100 
cholland@grammymuseumms.org  
 
 
For Jermaine Dupri/So So Def 
ACVC-Mauldin Brand 
Michael Mauldin 
T. 678-641-5533 
mtm@mauldinbrand.com 

mailto:mtm@mauldinbrand.com

