
 

▪ GRAMMY MUSEUM® MISSISSIPPI RECEIVES $250,000 ENDOWMENT GIFT FROM THE MADDOX 
FOUNDATION 

GRAMMY MUSEUM® MISSISSIPPI RECEIVES $250,000 
ENDOWMENT GIFT FROM MADDOX FOUNDATION  
FUNDS WILL HELP FURTHER THE MUSEUM'S MISSION BY SUPPORTING 
MUSIC EDUCATION PROGRAMS TO INSPIRE THE NEXT GENERATION OF 
MUSIC MAKERS  
 

CLEVELAND, MISS. (March 09, 2022) — GRAMMY Museum® Mississippi has received a 
generous endowment gift in the amount of $250,000 from the Mississippi-based Maddox 
Foundation. Titled the Simmons Society endowment — after Willie Simmons, Mississippi Central 
Commissioner and Founding Vice President of the GRAMMY Museum Mississippi Board of 
Directors— the crucial funds will help set up the Mississippi Museum to continue its mission-based 
work into the future, including the continued development of music education and community 
outreach programs to engage and inspire the next generation of music makers. The endowment will 
be managed by the Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi. 
 
 
Like many other arts organizations, GRAMMY Museum Mississippi was hit especially hard by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This support from the Maddox Foundation will go a long way in helping the 
Museum to continue its important work in 2022 and beyond. 
 
“We are honored and grateful to have been chosen by the Maddox Foundation as the recipient of this 
generous Simmons Society endowment gift,” said Emily Havens, Executive Director of GRAMMY 
Museum Mississippi. “The funds will go a long way in continuing to help the Museum provide young 
people in our community the opportunity to learn about and experience music history — in 2022 and 
beyond." 
 
Maddox Foundation has a long history of supporting music education that started with Margaret and 
Dan Maddox.  I am honored to be able to continue their legacy not only in music education, but in the 
enrichment of our youth and community.  The GRAMMY Museum Mississippi continues to teach us 
how important it is that today’s youth know and understand the history behind the music that makes 
us who we are. It is critical that the mission of the GRAMMY Museum Mississippi continue for future 
generations to enjoy.  By having an endowment, this ensures the longevity and sustainability of the 
GRAMMY Museum Mississippi for years to come,” said Robin Hurdle, President of Maddox 
Foundation.  
 
GRAMMY Museum Mississippi offers some of the most dynamic and exciting education programs 
available from music museums today, implementing a variety of innovative educational strategies and 
incorporating the advice and needs of scholastic teachers in Mississippi and throughout the country. 
Through exhibits, education programs, and events with artists and industry professionals, the 
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Museum brings the power of music directly to its community, state and region. As the Museum 
continues to bounce back from the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, like many other museums and 
arts organizations, this endowment gift from Maddox Foundation will greatly assist the Museum in 
furthering its education programming. 
 
Maddox Foundation's mission is to make "Signature Investments Creating an Indelible Legacy" and 
the Foundation believes that investments in education create a lasting impact for current and future 
generations. Through its educational programming, GRAMMY Museum Mississippi seeks to provide 
unique learning opportunities for visitors to engage with and experience the enduring legacies of all 
forms of music, the creative and technological processes of recording and the history of the 
GRAMMYs, with a focus on the continuing achievements of Mississippians. Together, the Mississippi 
Museum and Maddox Foundation will work to advance student achievement as they believe that 
knowledge and education are transformative. 
 
 
ABOUT THE MADDOX FOUNDATION 
Maddox Foundation was founded by Dan Maddox in 1968. He and his wife, Margaret Maddox, had a 
commitment to young people, a love of nature and a vision for making their corner of the world a 
better place. They chose Robin Hurdle to continue their legacy, which lives on through the current 
work of the Foundation. Since arrival in Mississippi in 1999, the Maddox Foundation has made 
several signature investments in education and young people. Those investments include 
establishing the Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi; creating and building safe places 
for children to play and learn; and a grant for assisted listening devices for hearing impaired and 
special needs children. 
 
ABOUT GRAMMY MUSEUM MISSISSIPPI 
Developed by the Cleveland Music Foundation—a nonprofit organization founded in 2011—the 
28,000-square-foot GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is housed near the campus of Delta State 
University, home of the Delta Music Institute's Entertainment Industry Studies program, which 
features the most unique audio recording facilities in the South. Affiliated with the GRAMMY Museum 
Foundation™, GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is dedicated to exploring the past, present, and future 
of music, and the cultural context from which it emerges, while casting a focused spotlight on the 
deep musical roots of Mississippi. The Museum features a dynamic combination of public events, 
educational programming, engaging multimedia presentations, and interactive permanent and 
traveling exhibits, including a Mississippi-centric area that introduces visitors to the impact of 
Mississippi's songwriters, producers, and musicians on the traditional and modern music landscape.  
 
For more information, visit grammymuseumms.org.  
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http://grammymuseumms.org/
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CONTACT 

 
Brittany McClendon 
Communications and Development Manager 
T. 661.441.0100 
bmcclendon@grammymuseumms.org 
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