
 

▪ GRAMMY MUSEUM® MISSISSIPPI RECEIVES NISSAN FOUNDATION GRANT TO FUND UNIQUE 
CULTURAL & RACIAL DIVERSITY PROGRAMMING IN CLEVELAND, MISS.  

GRAMMY MUSEUM® MISSISSIPPI RECEIVES NISSAN 
FOUNDATION GRANT TO FUND UNIQUE CULTURAL & 
RACIAL DIVERSITY PROGRAMMING IN CLEVELAND, MISS.  
FUNDS WILL SUPPORT NEW EXPLORING THE SOUL OF MOVEMENT 
PROGRAM, WHICH WILL USE MUSIC FROM THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT TO 
UNDERSTAND AND ANALYZE CRITICAL SOCIAL ISSUES OF TODAY 
 

CLEVELAND, MISS. (June 16, 2022) — GRAMMY Museum® Mississippi has been named a 2022 
grant recipient from the Nissan Foundation. The Nissan Foundation grant will help support the 
Museum’s forthcoming Exploring the Soul of Movement education program, which will seek to 
address the need to build a foundation of historical context among today’s youth, using music from 
the Civil Rights Movement to help foster a better understanding of the critical social issues we still 
face today. Celebrating its 30th anniversary, the Nissan Foundation supports educational programs 
that promote a greater appreciation and understanding of America’s diverse cultural heritage.  
 
“During the Civil Rights Movement, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. called songs the ‘soul of the 
movement,’” said Emily Havens, Executive Director of GRAMMY Museum Mississippi. “This grant 
from the Nissan Foundation will go toward supporting our new Exploring the Soul Movement 
education program, which will seek to educate today’s youth on the critical role music played to 
inspire, uplift, unify, and even mobilize Americans during the Civil Rights Movement. This program is 
an important next step for us as we continue to engage and inspire the youth of today through the 
exploration of our country’s rich musical history.”  
 
“We’re proud to award GRAMMY Museum Mississippi a grant for the unique programming it’s offering 
community members at a time in our history when conversation about race, ethnicity, bias, education, 
and solutions are at the forefront,” said Chandra Vasser, President of the Nissan Foundation and 
Nissan’s first-ever Chief Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Officer.  
 
The Museum’s new Exploring the Soul of the Movement program will feature two educational 
workshops for elementary and junior high school students that were developed through previous 
partnerships with the Nissan Foundation: Songs of Conscience, Sounds of Freedom and Right to 
Write: Music’s Journey to Freedom. Through each program, students will learn about the history of 
the Civil Rights Movement—from the artists who were influential to the movement to the songs they 
created, which oftentimes gave a voice to the voiceless. The Exploring the Soul of the Movement 
programs aims to use this critical period in our nation’s history to raise awareness and introduce 
meaningful discussion about current issues of diversity, inclusion, and social equity.  
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“We can’t wait for our community to see experience what’s next for GRAMMY Museum Mississippi,” 
said Havens. “Thank you to the Nissan Foundation for this incredible opportunity.” 
 
The Nissan Foundation is awarding a total of $848,000 grants to 33 nonprofit organizations for its 
2022 grant cycle. In addition to Central Mississippi, the other nonprofit recipients are in Southern 
California, Tennessee, Texas, Southeast Michigan, and the New Year and Atlanta metro areas—all 
locations where Nissan has an operational presence.  
 
As part of its 30th anniversary commemoration, the Nissan Foundation has been profiling the work of 
many of its grantees through written and video storytelling. The anniversary year will culminate with a 
symposium bringing together Nissan Foundation grantees and thought leaders for dialogue around 
the foundation’s mission of building community by valuing cultural diversity. 
 
Nissan grants are awarded annually; the next grants will be awarded in June 2023. For more 
information about the Nissan Foundation and its application process, visit the Nissan Foundation 
page.  
 
For more information about GRAMMY Museum Mississippi, visit www.grammymuseumms.org.  
 
 
ABOUT THE NISSAN FOUNDATION 
The Nissan Foundation was created in 1992 as a thoughtful response to the three weeks of violent 
civil unrest that occurred near Nissan’s then-U.S. sales and marketing operations in Southern 
California following the Rodney King trial verdict. Nissan established a $5 million endowment to 
promote cultural diversity within Southern Los Angeles neighborhoods. In the 30 years since, the 
Nissan Foundation has awarded nearly $14 million to more than 150 nonprofit organizations to 
support innovative programs that break down societal barriers and build inclusive communities 
through education and outreach. Grant recipients promote cultural diversity across a variety of arts, 
education, social, and public programs in seven U.S. communities where Nissan operates. 
 
ABOUT GRAMMY MUSEUM MISSISSIPPI 
Developed by the Cleveland Music Foundation—a nonprofit organization founded in 2011—the 
28,000-square-foot GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is housed near the campus of Delta State 
University, home of the Delta Music Institute's Entertainment Industry Studies program, which 
features the most unique audio recording facilities in the South. Affiliated with the GRAMMY Museum 
Foundation™, GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is dedicated to exploring the past, present, and future 
of music, and the cultural context from which it emerges, while casting a focused spotlight on the 
deep musical roots of Mississippi. The Museum features a dynamic combination of public events, 
educational programming, engaging multimedia presentations, and interactive permanent and 
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traveling exhibits, including a Mississippi-centric area that introduces visitors to the impact of 
Mississippi's songwriters, producers, and musicians on the traditional and modern music landscape.  
 
For more information, visit grammymuseumms.org.  
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Brittany McClendon 
Communications and Development Manager 
T. 661.441.0100 
bmcclendon@grammymuseumms.org 
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