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PARKS ELEMENTARY RECEIVES BOOK DONATION AFTER ITS LIBRARY WAS 
DESTROYED IN TORNADO 
 

CLEVELAND, MISS. (Nov. 6, 2020) — Following recent devastation caused by a tornado that hit 
Mississippi earlier this year, Parks Elementary School in Cleveland, Miss., has received a generous 
donation of 300 brand-new books to its library. The donation comes from the Los Angeles-based Ella 
Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation, an education partner of GRAMMY Museum Mississippi.   
 
“The tornado that hit our community earlier this year brought so much devastation to so many 
families, homes and buildings, including the library at Parks Elementary School,” said Emily Havens, 
Executive Director of GRAMMY Museum Mississippi. “We were thrilled to be able to connect the 
school with our partners at the Ella Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation to help refill the shelves in their 
library, and their meaningful donation will go a long way to continue the learning opportunities for the 
students of Parks. 
 
“We are so grateful to the Ella Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation for the very generous donation of 
books for our library,” said Lisa Pinkerton, a librarian at Parks Elementary. “We are especially thankful 
to Emily Havens at GRAMMY Museum Mississippi for making the connection. Our students are so 
excited to receive these books. We can’t wait to get them shelved and ready for checkout.” 
 
Fran Morris-Rosman, Executive Director of the Ella Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation, said, “Isn’t it 
wonderful that we can donate books in memory of Ella? She adored children and her Beverly Hills 
home was overflowing with books. We’re proud to continue the charitable legacy of the great First 
Lady of Song.” 
 
The Ella Fitzgerald Foundation is an education partner of the Mississippi Museum. Education 
partners support a broad range of initiatives at the Museum—from special exhibits and educational 
programming to community events. For more information on the Ella Fitzgerald Charitable 
Foundation, please visit www.ellafitzgerald.com.  
 
For more information on GRAMMY Museum Mississippi and its programs, visit 
www.grammymuseumms.org.  
 
ABOUT THE ELLA FITZGERALD CHARITABLE FOUNDATION 
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The Ella Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation was created and funded in 1993 by Ella Fitzgerald, the 
First Lady of Song, in order to fulfill her desires to use the fruits of her success to help people of all 
races, cultures and beliefs. Fitzgerald hoped to make their lives more rewarding, and she wanted to 
foster a love of reading, as well as a love of music. In addition, she hoped to provide assistance to the 
at-risk and disadvantaged members of our communities—assistance that would enable them to 
achieve a better quality of life. The Board of Directors of the Ella Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation 
seeks to continue Ella Fitzgerald's goals by making charitable grants serving four major areas of 
interest: creating educational and other opportunities for children; fostering a love and knowledge of 
music, including assistance to students of music; the provision of health care, food, shelter and 
counseling to those in need; and specific areas of medical care and research with an emphasis on 
Diabetes, vision problems and heart disease. The Foundation also makes grants to organizations that 
assist disadvantaged and at-risk children of all backgrounds. A strong emphasis is placed on after-
school enrichment activities, learning and reading programs, and other activities that help children go 
on to achieve rewarding and meaningful futures.  
 
ABOUT GRAMMY MUSEUM MISSISSIPPI 
Developed by the Cleveland Music Foundation—a nonprofit organization founded in 2011—the 
28,000-square-foot GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is housed near the campus of Delta State 
University, home of the Delta Music Institute's Entertainment Industry Studies program, which 
features the most unique audio recording facilities in the South. Affiliated with the Recording 
Academy™, GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is dedicated to exploring the past, present, and future of 
music, and the cultural context from which it emerges, while casting a focused spotlight on the deep 
musical roots of Mississippi. The Museum features a dynamic combination of public events, 
educational programming, engaging multimedia presentations, and interactive permanent and 
traveling exhibits, including a Mississippi-centric area that introduces visitors to the impact of 
Mississippi's songwriters, producers, and musicians on the traditional and modern music landscape.   
 
For more information, visit grammymuseumms.org, "like" GRAMMY Museum Mississippi on 
Facebook, and follow @grammymuseumms on Twitter and Instagram. 
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Chace Holland 
Director of Programming and Business Operations 
T. 662.441.0100 
cholland@grammymuseumms.org  
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