
 

▪ GRAMMY MUSEUM MISSISSIPPI ANNOUNCES STRONGER TOGETHER: THE POWER OF WOMEN IN 
COUNTRY MUSIC 

GRAMMY MUSEUM® MISSISSIPPI AND BLUE CROSS & BLUE 
SHIELD OF MISSISSIPPI PRESENT STRONGER TOGETHER: 
THE POWER OF WOMEN IN COUNTRY MUSIC  
NEW EXHIBIT CELEBRATING SOME OF COUNTRY’S LEADING LADIES OPENS 
NOV. 2 
 

CLEVELAND, MISS. (October 29, 2019) — Since the early days when it was known simply as folk or 
"hillbilly music," the sound of country music has been largely influenced by female artists. From the 
Carter Family to Kitty Wells, Tammy Wynette, Patsy Cline, and Dolly Parton, women have always 
been a part of country music. These legendary acts eventually made way for newcomers such as 
Alison Krauss, Mary Chapin Carpenter, and Rosanne Cash. With even newer artists coming onto the 
scene like Faith Hill, Trisha Yearwood, Carrie Underwood, the Dixie Chicks, Taylor Swift, Maren 
Morris, Kacey Musgraves, Brandi Carlile, and more, the story of women in country music is far from 
over. To celebrate the role these artists and the many others have played in shaping the genre and 
taking it to new heights, GRAMMY Museum® Mississippi will debut Stronger Together: The Power of 
Women in Country Music, sponsored by Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Mississippi. Curated by the Los 
Angeles GRAMMY Museum, the exhibit will be open to the public starting Nov. 2 and will run through 
Aug. 23, 2020. 
 
"Women have played such an integral role in the development and longevity of country music, and 
we are thrilled to celebrate some of these amazing trailblazing female artists with our new exhibit," 
said Emily Havens, Executive Director of GRAMMY Museum Mississippi. "This exhibit will not only 
serve to honor those important women who’ve impacted this genre, but it will educate and inspire the 
future generation of country music makers." 

 

"While country music has never lacked in producing radio hits and big stars, the stories of female 
artists who have made an impact and experienced great success often go untold,” said Bob Santelli, 
Founding Executive Director of the GRAMMY Museum and curator of The Power of Women in 
Country Music exhibit. "This exhibit will serve to uncover those stories and highlight the women who 
continue to take the genre to new heights — from Maybelle and Sara Carter and Dolly Parton, to 
Maren Morris, Kacey Musgraves and Carrie Underwood. It’s an honor to be able to share the story of 
women in country music with our Mississippi Museum visitors." 
 
“Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Mississippi is proud to support The Power of Women in Country Music 
exhibit,” said Sheila Grogan, Vice President Community and Public Relations. “We honor the many 
women whose artistry and influence led the way in building our country music legacy, and we 
celebrate the talented women who continue to positively impact music for a new generation.” 
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Stronger Together: The Power of Women in Country Music will take visitors on a journey through the 
history of women in country music, from the early years and post-World War II, to the emergence of 
Nashville as a country music mecca. The exhibit will feature artifacts from such celebrated female 
country artists as Brandi Carlile, Maybelle and Sara Carter, Rosanne Cash, Caylee Hammack, Faith 
Hill, Miranda Lambert, Little Big Town, Patsy Montana, Maren Morris, Dolly Parton, Minnie Pearl, 
Margo Price, LeAnn Rimes, Taylor Swift, Carrie Underwood, Yola, and more.  
 
Exhibit highlights include: 

- Swift’s banjo used in her music video for "Mean" and boots and dress from her “Tim McGraw” 
video 

- The pants and top worn by Rimes in Coyote Ugly 
- Performance outfits from Little Big Town’s Kimberly Schlapman and Karen Fairchild that were 

worn during the Dolly Parton tribute at the 61st GRAMMY Awards® 
- Carlile’s custom Manuel Cuevas duster worn during the first all-female headlining set at the 

2019 Newport Folk Festival 
- Lyric sheet for Underwood’s song “Cry Pretty” 
- The gown Morris wore on the red carpet at the 61st GRAMMY Awards 
- Hammack’s guitar, given to her by her father before she moved to Nashville, that survived a 

house fire 
- Cash’s Martin OM-28M acoustic guitar 
- The guitar on which UK singer/songwriter Yola taught herself to play 
- Plus, photos, handwritten lyrics, and more 

 
To stay up-to-date on announcements regarding specially planned programming in conjunction with 
Stronger Together: The Power of Women in Country Music, subscribe to the Museum's newsletter at 
grammymuseumms.org/newsletter. 
 
ABOUT GRAMMY MUSEUM MISSISSIPPI 
Developed by the Cleveland Music Foundation—a nonprofit organization founded in 2011—the 
28,000-square-foot GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is housed near the campus of Delta State 
University, home of the Delta Music Institute's Entertainment Industry Studies program, which 
features the most unique audio recording facilities in the South. Affiliated with the Recording 
Academy™, GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is dedicated to exploring the past, present, and future of 
music, and the cultural context from which it emerges, while casting a focused spotlight on the deep 
musical roots of Mississippi. The Museum features a dynamic combination of public events, 
educational programming, engaging multimedia presentations, and interactive permanent and 
traveling exhibits, including a Mississippi-centric area that introduces visitors to the impact of 
Mississippi's songwriters, producers, and musicians on the traditional and modern music landscape.   
 

https://www.grammymuseumms.org/newsletter
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For more information, visit grammymuseumms.org, "like" GRAMMY Museum Mississippi on 
Facebook, and follow @grammymuseumms on Twitter and Instagram. 
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CONTACT 

 
Chace Holland 
Director of Programming and Business Operations 
T. 662.441.0100 
cholland@grammymuseumms.org  
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