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SINGER/SONGWRITERS ASHLEY CLEVELAND, KAREN 
STALEY, KATHY MATTEA AND TRICIA WALKER TO APPEAR 
FOR BIG NIGHT WITH WOMEN IN THE ROUND FUNDRAISER 
AT GRAMMY MUSEUM® MISSISSIPPI ON APRIL 19 
SPONSORED BY VISIT MISSISSIPPI, MISSISSIPPI ARTS COMMISSION, AND 
SOUTHGROUP INSURANCE, EVENT TO BE HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH A 
SCREENING OF BLUEBIRD: THE MOVIE ON APRIL 18—THE MUSEUM’S FIRST 
LIVE PUBLIC PROGRAM SINCE THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC HIT 
 
CLEVELAND, MISS. (MARCH 18, 2021) — Award-winning singer/songwriters Ashley Cleveland, Karen 
Staley, Kathy Mattea and Tricia Walker, will come together for a special evening of songs and stories at 
GRAMMY Museum® Mississippi in Cleveland, Miss. These original Women in the Round will be performing 
their show “Bluebird Cafe style” for Big Night with Women in the Round, sponsored by Visit Mississippi, 
SouthGroup Insurance, and the Mississippi Arts Commission, on Monday, April 19, at 7 p.m. The 
fundraising event will be held in conjunction with a screening of Bluebird: The Movie on Sunday, April 18—
the Museum’s first live public program to be held since the COVID-19 pandemic hit. The April 18 event will 
feature an in person post-screening conversation with Cleveland, Staley, Mattea and Walker. 
 
“We are thrilled to be able to safely welcome back visitors for public programs here at GRAMMY Museum 
Mississippi, and we couldn’t be more excited about our first two programs celebrating women in music,” said 
Emily Havens, Executive Director of GRAMMY Museum Mississippi. “Both programs will take place while our 
Stronger Together: The Power of Women in Country Music exhibit is still up, and we encourage guests to take 
a look at that exhibit while they’re here.” 
 
Ashley Cleveland, Karen Staley and Tricia Walker, along with Pam Tillis, were members of the talented 
foursome that was the first female “in the round” group at the Bluebird Cafe, one of the world’s preeminent 
listening rooms, located in Nashville. Their first show together was in 1988 and they have continued to perform 
together for select dates over the years. This performance at GRAMMY Museum Mississippi will feature the 
songwriters swapping stories and taking turns playing their songs and accompanying each other instrumentally 
and with harmony vocals.  
 
Women in The Round, a part of the Museum’s Big Night program series, will take place on Monday, April 19. 
Tickets for the fundraiser are $100 and include a pre-event reception and boxed meal starting at 6 p.m. Funds 
raised from the event will go directly to support the education programs of GRAMMY Museum Mississippi.  
 
Prior to the event, on Sunday, April 18, GRAMMY Museum Mississippi will host a special screening and 
moderated discussion of the film Bluebird: The Movie, a documentary about the famous club considered an 
“accidental landmark that changed music history.” The screening will start at 2:30 p.m. in the Sanders 
Soundstage at GRAMMY Museum Mississippi, and tickets are $20. 
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Both events will celebrate women in music and will take place during the final days of the Museum’s current 
special exhibit, Stronger Together: The Power of Women in Country Music, sponsored by Blue Cross Blue 
Shield. The exhibit is open now through May 3, 2021.  
 
For ticket information, contact GRAMMY Museum Mississippi at (662) 441-0100, or visit 
www.grammymuseumms.org. 
 
Ashley Cleveland is a three-time GRAMMY® and two-time Dove Award winner who has released nine 
critically acclaimed albums. God Don’t Never Change features songs rooted firmly in a “host of traditions — 
Black spirituals, folks songs, 18th century hymns, gospel blues, and jubilee.” The album was nominated for a 
GRAMMY in 2010 for Best Traditional Gospel Album. Three of her albums have been on Billboard’s year-end 
best list and, in addition to her own recordings, she has contributed background vocals on over 300 records 
over the course of her career. Her 10th album, One More Song, was released in 2017. Cleveland resides in 
Nashville with her husband, Kenny Greenberg, and their three children, Rebecca, Henry and Lily. 
 
Karen Staley was born in Weirton, West Virginia, and was raised in nearby rural Hookstown, Penn., in the Tri-
State area of West Virginia, Pennsylvania and Ohio. She is a 30-year veteran of the Nashville music industry 
and has been involved in every facet of the business, from songwriting and performing to touring, recording 
and producing. Staley’s songs have been nominated for GRAMMY, Dove and International Bluegrass Awards, 
and her song, “Keeper Of The Stars,” won the ACM Song of the Year award and was featured on CMT’s “100 
Greatest Country Love Songs of All Time” TV special. 
 
Kathy Mattea has been hailed by the Washington Post as “one of Nashville’s finest song interpreters” and has 
enjoyed much success and acclaim during her 35-year career in country, bluegrass, and folk music, including 
two GRAMMY wins, four CMA awards, four No. 1 singles, and five gold albums, plus a platinum Greatest Hits 
collection. Her latest project, Pretty Bird, is a wide-ranging collection of songs that chronicles a period of 
rededication to singing, digging back in with a vocal coach, and emerging with a poignant and eclectic album. 
Mattea is increasingly involved with public broadcasting, as well as consulting and contributing on screen in 
Ken Burns’ 2019 documentary for PBS, Country Music. 
 
Tricia Walker is a singer and songwriter whose songs are steeped in the passion, pain and grace of the 
American South. Born and raised in Mississippi, Walker has become one of the clearest voices of her own time 
and place. Her music has been recorded by Faith Hill, Patty Loveless and Alison Krauss, whose performance 
of Walker’s “Looking in the Eyes of Love” earned a GRAMMY. A recording artist herself, Walker’s most recent 
album, Crooked Letter, Crooked Letter Eye, is a collection of songs with a continued perspective of the South 
with lyrics and melodies that reflect her folk, R&B and storytelling influences. 
 

ABOUT GRAMMY MUSEUM MISSISSIPPI 

Developed by the Cleveland Music Foundation—a nonprofit organization founded in 2011—the 28,000-square-
foot GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is housed near the campus of Delta State University, home of the Delta 
Music Institute's Entertainment Industry Studies program, which features the most unique audio recording 
facilities in the South. Affiliated with the GRAMMY Museum Foundation™, GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is 

http://www.grammymuseumms.org/
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dedicated to exploring the past, present, and future of music, and the cultural context from which it emerges, 
while casting a focused spotlight on the deep musical roots of Mississippi. The Museum features a dynamic 
combination of public events, educational programming, engaging multimedia presentations, and interactive 
permanent and traveling exhibits, including a Mississippi-centric area that introduces visitors to the impact of 
Mississippi's songwriters, producers, and musicians on the traditional and modern music landscape.   

For more information, visit grammymuseumms.org, “like" GRAMMY Museum Mississippi on Facebook, and 
follow @grammymuseumms on Twitter and Instagram. 
 
 
ABOUT THE GRAMMY MUSEUM 
Established in 2008, the GRAMMY Museum is a nonprofit organization dedicated to cultivating a greater 
understanding of the history and significance of music through exhibits, education, grants, preservation 
initiatives, and public programming. Paying tribute to our collective musical heritage, the Museum explores and 
celebrates all aspects of the art form—from the technology of the recording process to the legends who've 
made lasting marks on our cultural identity. 
 
For more information, visit www.grammymuseum.org, "like" the GRAMMY Museum on Facebook, and follow 
@GRAMMYMuseum on Twitter and Instagram. 
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CONTACT 
 
Brittany McClendon 
Communications and Development Manager  
T. 662.441.0100 
bmcclendon@grammymuseumms.org 
 
Chace Holland 
Director of Programming and Business Operations 
T. 662.441.0100 
cholland@grammymuseumms.org  
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