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BRIANNA BATTISTELLI MABRY ANNOUNCED AS RECIPIENT 
OF THE THIRD ANNUAL L.U.C.Y. AWARD PRESENTED BY 
GRAMMY MUSEUM® MISSISSIPPI  
THE CLEVELAND, MISS., NATIVE WILL RECEIVE A $2,000 CASH HONORARIUM 
AND BE HONORED DURING THE MUSEUM’S 2022 GALA ON NOV. 17 
 

CLEVELAND, MISS. (Oct. 21, 2022) — Cleveland, Miss.-born psychometrist Brianna Battistelli 
Mabry, a gifted education teacher at Senatobia Elementary and Middle School, has been announced 
as the recipient of the third annual L.U.C.Y. Award presented by GRAMMY Museum® Mississippi. 
Mabry will be honored during the Mississippi Museum's 2022 Gala on Thursday, Nov. 17. Mabry will 
also receive a $2,000 cash honorarium and 100 student admission tickets to be used for Museum 
tours and education workshops. In addition, Mandi Dickens of Laurel Magnet School of the Arts in 
Laurel, Miss., has been announced as the runner-up for the award and will receive a $200 
honorarium, two tickets to the Gala and 50 student admission tickets to the Museum. 
 
"We are thrilled to honor the incredibly talented Brianna Battistelli Mabry as the third annual recipient 
of the L.U.C.Y. Award," said Emily Havens, Executive Director of GRAMMY Museum Mississippi. 
"This award was created in memory of one of our founders, the late Lucy Janoush. Both Brianna and 
our runner-up, Mandi Dickens, have done so much to ensure that music remains a vital part of 
education in Mississippi. Lucy would be proud to know we are continuing to carry on her legacy by 
honoring those educators who are playing an integral role in the lives of our children and their future." 
 
“Thank you to GRAMMY Museum Mississippi for recognizing my work with this incredible honor,” said 
Mabry. “I decided to become a teacher because every child deserves someone that will believe in 
them and love them. It’s incredibly inspiring to know that each year the Museum celebrates and 
recognizes teachers like myself who are doing all that we can to keep our young people engaged in 
learning.” 
 
Mabry is being recognized for her curriculum unit on The Underground Railroad and the important 
role music would play during that time. Additionally, Dickens is being recognized for her lesson on Hip 
Hop or Poetry?” - comparing the stylings of poetry to that of hip hop lyrics.  
 
Mabry will be honored as this year's recipient of the L.U.C.Y. Award at the Museum's 2022 Gala on 
Nov. 17 in Cleveland, Miss. Presented by Walmart, the 2022 GRAMMY Museum Gala will also honor 
GRAMMY®-winning rock and roll legend Jerry Lee Lewis as the recipient of the fourth annual 
Crossroads of American Music Award. Additional support is provided by Quality Steel 
Corporation. 
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Named after devoted Mississippian and community advocate, Lucy Janoush, who was instrumental in 
securing funding for the development of the Mississippi Museum, the L.U.C.Y. Award celebrates K-12 
educators from the state of Mississippi who embody the educational mission of GRAMMY Museum 
Mississippi. To apply, educators had to complete an online application by submitting an original unit 
of lessons covering a minimum of four weeks, and a video of themselves teaching one of the lessons 
within the unit submitted. Academic educators must incorporate music as a tool for teaching course 
content, while music educators must incorporate at least one other academic content area as a tool 
for course content.  
 
ABOUT BRIANNA BATTISTELLI MABRY 
Brianna Battistelli Mabry was raised in Cleveland, Miss., and graduated from Cleveland High School 
in 2009. She earned her bachelor’s degree from Delta State in 2014 and a master’s from the 
University of Southern Mississippi in 2017. In 2021, she received her specialist in psychometry 
certificate from Jackson State University. She is currently in her eighth year of teaching and her third 
year of being a teacher for gifted education students in grades 4 through 6. She works as a Gifted 
Teacher for the Senatobia Elementary and Middle School and psychometrist for the Professional 
Assessment Center in Senatobia, Mississippi. In addition to her schooling, Mabry is married and has 
a 6-year-old daughter named Annabelle. Prior to living in Senatobia, Mabry and her family lived in 
Jackson, Miss., where she taught at McWillie Elementary and Pelahatchie Elementary. 
 
ABOUT MANDI DICKENS 
Mandi Dickens received her bachelor’s degree in music education from Delta State University in 2010 
where she was a member of several performing groups and honor societies. After college, she began 
her career teaching middle and high school band at Forest High School and Wayne County High 
School. In 2013, she spent four years as head band director at Stringer High School, leading the 
band to four consecutive MHSAA 1A State Marching Band Championships. Since 2017, Dickens has 
been the music teacher at Laurel Magnet School of the Arts, a Mississippi Whole Schools Exemplar 
School, where she serves as the Activity Department Chair. She teaches 4K through 6th grade 
elementary music, LMSA Dynamics show choir, and assists with LMSA 6th Grade Band. She is also 
a member of the Mississippi Music Educators Association and Mississippi Professional Educators. 
Dickens lives in Laurel, Miss., with her husband, Jeremy, and two sons, Jordan and Connor. 
 
ABOUT LUCY JANOUSH 
Lucy Janoush was a devoted community advocate who led and engaged with many charitable 
organizations in the Mississippi Delta and throughout the state. Her dedication to supporting 
education was evident through her work in area schools, booster clubs and youth organizations. 
Janoush exhibited a deep passion for music education and led the charge in securing funding for the 
construction and opening of GRAMMY Museum Mississippi. She served as President of the Board of 
Directors from the Museum’s inception in 2011, until her passing in 2017. In her memory, GRAMMY 
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Museum Mississippi and the Janoush family are proud to honor K-12 educators who foster a creative 
learning environment and enhance the educational experience using music. 
 
ABOUT GRAMMY MUSEUM MISSISSIPPI 
Developed by the Cleveland Music Foundation—a nonprofit organization founded in 2011—the 
28,000-square-foot GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is housed near the campus of Delta State 
University, home of the Delta Music Institute's Entertainment Industry Studies program, which 
features the most unique audio recording facilities in the South. Affiliated with the GRAMMY Museum 
Foundation™, GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is dedicated to exploring the past, present, and future 
of music, and the cultural context from which it emerges, while casting a focused spotlight on the 
deep musical roots of Mississippi. The Museum features a dynamic combination of public events, 
educational programming, engaging multimedia presentations, and interactive permanent and 
traveling exhibits, including a Mississippi-centric area that introduces visitors to the impact of 
Mississippi's songwriters, producers, and musicians on the traditional and modern music landscape.   
 
For more information, visit grammymuseumms.org, “like" GRAMMY Museum Mississippi on 
Facebook, and follow @grammymuseumms on Twitter and Instagram. 
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Brittany Hill 
Communications and Development Manager 
T. 661.441.0100 
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