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KILLEBREW WILL RECEIVE A CASH HONORARIUM AND BE HONORED DURING 
THE MUSEUM’S 2020 VIRTUAL GALA 
 

CLEVELAND, MISS. (Oct. 16, 2020) — Amy Killebrew of Grenada Elementary School in 
Grenada, Miss., has been announced as the inaugural recipient of the L.U.C.Y. Award presented by 
GRAMMY Museum Mississippi. Killebrew will be honored during the Mississippi Museum’s 2020 
Virtual Gala on Thursday, Nov. 12. Additionally, Killebrew will receive a $2,000 honorarium and a 
$1,000 grant awarded to her school, to be used for Museum tours and education workshops to further 
her students’ music education studies. In addition, Amanda Bonner of Hayes Cooper Center in 
Merigold, Miss., has been announced as a semi-finalist for the award and will receive a $500 grant to 
use toward school tours and education programs at the Museum. 
 
“We are thrilled to honor these two incredible female music educators who are doing their part to 
ensure that music education remains an active and vital part of secondary education in the state of 
Mississippi,” said Emily Havens, Executive Director of GRAMMY Museum Mississippi. “This award 
was created in honor of one of our founders, the late Lucy Janoush. She’d be proud to know we are 
continuing to carry on her legacy by honoring those educators who are playing an integral role in the 
lives of our children and future.”  
 
“I am extremely honored to be this year’s recipient of the inaugural L.U.C.Y. Award,” said Killebrew. 
“This means so much to me. I want to thank the Janoush family for this award and for supporting 
music education in our schools. Music has always been a huge part of my life. I believe that every 
child should have access to music education. Music has been proven to increase a child’s 
performance in academics. It is our job as music educators to allow students to explore their creativity 
in music. We teach fundamentals of music such as rhythm and notation but music is also about 
creativity. I hope that I always instill a love of music in each of my students that I teach.” 
 
“The future of our young people in Mississippi and the surrounding areas was always of prime 
importance to Lucy,” said Paul Janoush, husband to the late Lucy Janoush. “She had a passion for 
music education and always felt that it’s one of the most important components of any child’s 
development. It’s this drive that led her succeed in making the Mississippi Museum the first official 
GRAMMY Museum outside of Los Angeles, and in her memory, we’ll carry on the mission of the 
Museum to inspire future generations of music makers.” 
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Killebrew is being recognized for her curriculum program called Rhythm Jamboree, which she uses to 
teach her fifth grade students note names and values, how to read rhythm patterns and how to 
distinguish the difference between steady beat and rhythm. By learning the note names and values 
and counting rhythm, her students build toward learning the treble clef staff and reading music so 
they can play pitched instruments. 
 
Additionally, Bonner’s science lesson helps students to understand how sounds come from vibration, 
and that the pitch of the sound is based on the length of the instrument. With her fourth grade science 
class, she conducts scientific investigations to test how different variables affect properties of sound, 
such as pitch and volume.  
 
Named after devoted Mississippian and community advocate, Lucy Janoush, who was instrumental in 
securing funding for the development of the Mississippi Museum, the L.U.C.Y. Award, which stands 
for Lifting Up Children And Youth, celebrates K-12 educators from the state of Mississippi who 
embody the educational mission of GRAMMY Museum Mississippi. To apply, educators had to 
complete an online application by submitting an original unit of lessons covering a minimum of four 
weeks, and a video of themselves teaching one of the lessons within the unit submitted. Academic 
educators must incorporate music as a tool for teaching course content, while music educators must 
incorporate at least one other academic content area as a tool for course content.  
 
ABOUT AMY KILLEBREW 
Amy Killebrew received her bachelor's degree in elementary education with a concentration in music 
education from Delta State University (class of 2004). She received ORFF Level 1 certification 
through the University of Mississippi in 2012. She taught science at Grenada Middle School for five 
years before taking a music position at Grenada Elementary in 2009. She taught second and third 
grade music for nine years before moving to fourth and fifth grade in 2018 to teach music and the fifth 
grade show choir, Pizzazz. She's currently in her 17th year of teaching in the Grenada School District, 
and notes she loves "working for a district that is so supportive of music education." A native of 
Grenada, Killebrew and her husband, Casey, have been married for 11 years and have a son named 
Bryce. 
 
ABOUT LUCY JANOUSH 
Lucy Janoush was a devoted community advocate who led and engaged with many charitable 
organizations in the Mississippi Delta and throughout the state. Her dedication to supporting 
education was evident through her work in area schools, booster clubs and youth organizations. 
Janoush exhibited a deep passion for music education and led the charge in securing funding for the 
construction and opening of GRAMMY Museum Mississippi. She served as President of the Board of 
Directors from the Museum’s inception in 2011, until her death in 2017. In her memory, GRAMMY 
Museum Mississippi and the Janoush family are proud to honor K-12 educators who foster a creative 
learning environment and enhance the educational experience through the use of music.  
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ABOUT GRAMMY MUSEUM MISSISSIPPI 
Developed by the Cleveland Music Foundation—a nonprofit organization founded in 2011—the 
28,000-square-foot GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is housed near the campus of Delta State 
University, home of the Delta Music Institute's Entertainment Industry Studies program, which 
features the most unique audio recording facilities in the South. Affiliated with the Recording 
Academy™, GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is dedicated to exploring the past, present, and future of 
music, and the cultural context from which it emerges, while casting a focused spotlight on the deep 
musical roots of Mississippi. The Museum features a dynamic combination of public events, 
educational programming, engaging multimedia presentations, and interactive permanent and 
traveling exhibits, including a Mississippi-centric area that introduces visitors to the impact of 
Mississippi's songwriters, producers, and musicians on the traditional and modern music landscape.   
 
For more information, visit grammymuseumms.org, "like" GRAMMY Museum Mississippi on 
Facebook, and follow @grammymuseumms on Twitter and Instagram. 
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Chace Holland 
Director of Programming and Business Operations 
T. 662.441.0100 
cholland@grammymuseumms.org  
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