
 
 

 

 

 

 

A TOTAL OF 28 K–12 STUDENTS TO PARTICIPATE IN GRAMMY MUSEUM® 

MISSISSIPPI'S DELTA SESSIONS: THE NEXT STEP PROJECT 
THE PROGRAM, DEVELOPED TO ENGAGE AND NURTURE THE NEXT 
GENERATION OF DELTA MUSIC MAKERS, IS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE 
MISSISSIPPI DELTA NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA GRANT 
 

CLEVELAND, MISS. (January 21, 2022) — In 2021, GRAMMY Museum® Mississippi announced 
that the Delta Center for Culture and Learning had named it a recipient of the Mississippi Delta 
National Heritage Area (MDNHA) Grant — which funds projects located across the Mississippi 
Delta that are focused on cultural and heritage development. This week, those funds were put to use 
with the launch of GRAMMY Museum Mississippi Delta Sessions: The Next Step Project. 

Between now and May, the Mississippi Museum will successfully reach 28 K–12 students who are 
participants of RE>DIRECT, an after-school program based out of Mound Bayou, Miss. The Museum 
will host a total of 21 two-hour sessions, providing 16 guitar lessons, four field trips to various cultural 
institutions and landmarks within the Delta, a songwriting workshop, and a final performance. The 
participants of the Delta Sessions: The Next Step Project will be honored during a special graduation 
ceremony on Saturday, May 7, 2022. 

"Thanks to the Delta Center for Culture and Learning, and their MDNHA grant program, we are able 
to provide 28 Mississippi students with the tools they need to explore and pursue careers in music," 
said Emily Havens, Executive Director of GRAMMY Museum Mississippi. "By learning about the 
many contributions to American music made by Delta musicians, and hands-on learning through 
music lessons and songwriting workshops, these students are going to be more prepared than ever 
to continue down their musical journey. 

"GRAMMY Museum Mississippi's Delta Sessions: The Next Step Project will identify, engage and 
nurture the next generation of Mississippi Delta musicians by providing them with the skills needed to 
develop the capacity to tell their stories through music and songwriting. The primary purpose of Delta 
Sessions is to focus on encouraging student participants to focus on the rich musical heritage of the 
Delta and the importance of telling their own stories in their guitar playing and songwriting. By 
incorporating the heritage of the Delta Blues in the lesson plans, students will increase their skills in 
guitar playing and songwriting.  

 

ABOUT GRAMMY MUSEUM MISSISSIPPI 
Developed by the Cleveland Music Foundation—a nonprofit organization founded in 2011—the 
28,000-square-foot GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is housed near the campus of Delta State 
University, home of the Delta Music Institute's Entertainment Industry Studies program, which 



 
 

 

 

 

features the most unique audio recording facilities in the South. Affiliated with the GRAMMY Museum 
Foundation™, GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is dedicated to exploring the past, present, and future 
of music, and the cultural context from which it emerges, while casting a focused spotlight on the 
deep musical roots of Mississippi. The Museum features a dynamic combination of public events, 
educational programming, engaging multimedia presentations, and interactive permanent and 
traveling exhibits, including a Mississippi-centric area that introduces visitors to the impact of 
Mississippi's songwriters, producers, and musicians on the traditional and modern music landscape.  
 
For more information, visit grammymuseumms.org. 
 
 
ABOUT THE DELTA CENTER FOR CULTURE AND LEARNING 

The mission of The Delta Center for Culture and Learning is to promote greater understanding of 
Mississippi Delta culture and history and its significance to the world through education, partnerships 
and community engagement. The Delta Center serves as the management entity of the MDNHA and 
is the home of the International Delta Blues Project and the National Endowment for the Humanities 
“Most Southern Place on Earth” workshops.  For more information, visit http://deltacenterdsu.com/. 
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CONTACT: 
 
Chace Holland 
Director of Programming and Business Operations 
GRAMMY Museum Mississippi 
T. (662) 441.0100 
cholland@grammymuseumms.org  
 
 
Dr. Ronaldo Herts 
Delta Center for Culture and Learning 
T. (601) 846.4311 

http://grammymuseumms.org/
http://deltacenterdsu.com/

