
 
 

 

 

 

 

GRAMMY MUSEUM® MISSISSIPPI ANNOUNCED AS 2022 
MISSISSIPPI DELTA NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA GRANTS 
LEADERSHIP ACADEMY AWARDEE 
MUSEUM TO RECEIVE $29,497 TO FUND THE CROSSROADS SCHOOL OF 
AMERICAN MUSIC: DELTA SESSIONS GUITAR 101 PROGRAM  
 

CLEVELAND, MISS. (Oct. 24, 2022) — The Mississippi Delta National Heritage Area (MDNHA), 
housed at the Delta Center at Delta State University, has awarded $29,497 to GRAMMY Museum® 
Mississippi as part of its 2022 MDNHA grants program, which funds projects located across the 
Mississippi Delta that are focused on cultural and heritage development. The funds will be used to 
support the Museum’s Crossroads School of American Music: Delta Sessions Guitar 101 program, 
which will identify, engage, and nurture the next generation of Mississippi Delta musicians through a 
12-week course in guitar playing and songwriting. 

"Thanks to the Delta Center for Culture and Learning, and their MDNHA grant program, we will be 
able to provide Mississippi students with the tools they need to explore and pursue their passion for 
music through guitar and songwriting courses," said Emily Havens, Executive Director of GRAMMY 
Museum Mississippi. "This 12-week course will give these students the tools and confidence they 
need to be more prepared than ever to continue down their musical journey." 

"Since its inception GRAMMY Museum Mississippi has had as its core mission a desire to provide 
hands-on education to the youth of our region," said Will Jacks, Program Manager for the Mississippi 
Delta National Heritage Area. "The MDNHA is proud to support the Museum’s efforts as they help 
build a deeper understanding of the rich musical culture and history of the Delta, provide insight into 
unique career opportunities, and reinforce that creativity and expression are necessary and important 
qualities in building the Delta communities of our future." 
 
The GRAMMY Museum Mississippi’s Crossroads School of American Music: Delta Sessions Guitar 
101 program will provide participants with the skills and resources needed to tell their stories through 
music and songwriting. The 12-week program will explore guitar and songwriting techniques used by 
blues musicians, while using music history of the Delta as key learning tools. The Delta Sessions 
program will feature lesson plans that incorporate the heritage of the Delta blues, and students will 
learn basic blues chords and progressions from artists themselves. 
 
Delta Sessions Guitar 101 will consist of two sessions—the first will be held from Jan. 16 through 
April 14, 2023, and the second will take place from April 17 through June 30, 2023. The 12-week 
sessions will include weekly hour-and-a-half lessons for students in grades 5 through 12.  Participants 
from each session will take two field trips—one to Dockery Farms and the B.B. King Museum, and the 



 
 

 

 

 

other to Dockery Farms and the Delta Blue Museum. These field trips will give participants the 
opportunity to learn about the history of the blues and the importance of the Delta in shaping 
American music. Delta Sessions will be taught by a team of instructors from Delta State University. 
Each participant will receive a Fender acoustic guitar kit, as well as guitar lessons books, chord 
books, tuners, and strings.   
 
From educational opportunities for children and oral history projects, to expanded museum offerings 
and celebrations of the Mississippi Delta’s musical traditions—this year’s MDNHA grants will 
perpetuate and celebrate the unique and nationally significant cultural heritage of the Mississippi 
Delta. New this year, the Grants Leadership Academy format required that all awardee organizations 
attend an intensive three-day training in federal grants management and compliance at Delta State. 

 

ABOUT THE DELTA CENTER FOR CULTURE AND LEARNING 
The mission of The Delta Center for Culture and Learning is to promote greater understanding of 
Mississippi Delta culture and history and its significance to the world through education, partnerships 
and community engagement. The Delta Center serves as the management entity of the MDNHA and 
is the home of the International Delta Blues Project and the National Endowment for the Humanities 
“Most Southern Place on Earth” workshops.  For more information, visit http://deltacenterdsu.com/. 

 
ABOUT GRAMMY MUSEUM MISSISSIPPI 
Developed by the Cleveland Music Foundation—a nonprofit organization founded in 2011—the 
28,000-square-foot GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is housed near the campus of Delta State 
University, home of the Delta Music Institute's Entertainment Industry Studies program, which 
features the most unique audio recording facilities in the South. Affiliated with the GRAMMY Museum 
Foundation™, GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is dedicated to exploring the past, present, and future 
of music, and the cultural context from which it emerges, while casting a focused spotlight on the 
deep musical roots of Mississippi. The Museum features a dynamic combination of public events, 
educational programming, engaging multimedia presentations, and interactive permanent and 
traveling exhibits, including a Mississippi-centric area that introduces visitors to the impact of 
Mississippi's songwriters, producers, and musicians on the traditional and modern music landscape. 
 
For more information, visit grammymuseumms.org, “like" GRAMMY Museum Mississippi on 
Facebook, and follow @grammymuseumms on Twitter and Instagram. 
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CONTACT: 
Brittany Hill 
Communications and Development Manager 
T. 661.441.0100 
bmcclendon@grammymuseumms.org 
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